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Around the Site 
 
Full Steam Ahead! 
 

The tender for the construction of the new 
Visitor/Community Centre has gone out.  It closes 
April 28th and shovels will be άƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘέ by the 
end of May or early June. 
 

Please check out the website for floor plans and 
landscape drawings.  More to come there as we have 
time... 
 

We have started preparing the site for the new 
laneway and building. Several trees have come down, 
and the ramp on the north side of the Bogarttown 
ό.Ωǘƻǿƴύ {ŎƘƻƻƭƘƻǳǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ.  The 
Vandorf park enhancement project will start next and 
will see a paved and lit walkway leading from the park 
parking lot, across the bridge near the Vandorf School, 
& up to the Museum property.  Eventually, this lot will 
be the primary overflow parking area for the Museum.   
 

The next step is relocating staff offices from the 
.Ωǘƻǿƴ Schoolhouse to the Vandorf School.  This will 
be an interesting experiment -- since the main room 
will still be used for the Car Show Tea Garden, the 
Victorian Tea, and the Candlelight Tour.  So whatever 
is set up there will have to be flexible and relatively 
movable so the space can remain multi-purpose for 
us. 
 

After offices have moved, Parks & Facilities staff will 
ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƳǇǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƴŘƻǊŦ ŀƴŘ .ΩǘƻǿƴΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ ōǊƛŎƪ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .Ωǘƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ 
door. 

 
ñMaking History Currentò Fundraising 
Campaign 
 

²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƪƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻŦf a fundraising campaign in the next 
month or so. Our goal is to raise $200,000 and we 
welcome your help! A core fundraising committee is 
already established but there is always room for more 
ŎƘŀƛǊǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙelping 
out on the committee or for a particular event, let us 
know. We are already planning some special events 
where you can enjoy yourself with a fun evening out. 
And there will be opportunities for cash donations ς 
from individuals, families, & businesses. 
Naming rights for specific spaces in the 
new building will also be available. 
More details to follow ς stay tuned! 
.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
opening ribbon! 

 

Car Show sponsorship secured! 
 

Thanks to the work of the Car Show committee, we 
have secured Gold level sponsorship from Lant 
Insurance and Silver level sponsorship from Baudo 
Auto Service.  We will be continuing to approach other 
businesses to fill our slate of sponsors.  If you would 
like to help with this project, please let us know. 
 

Times they are a changinõé 
 

hǳǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǿ άΦŎŀέ 
ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ άΦŎƻƳέΦ  {ƻ ǘƘŜ main museum address is 
now wsmuseum@townofws.ca.  Please update your 
address books!

mailto:wsmuseum@townofws.ca
http://www.townofws.com/museum
mailto:wsmuseum@townofws.ca


2010 Exhibit News 
 

Due to the ongoing construction & its impact on our 
access to the basement exhibition gallery, we won't 
be installing a changing exhibit at the Museum this 
summer.  Instead, wŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ temporary exhibits in 
the Library case! The first one has come up and down 
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ōŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜǎ ƛƴ June and October 
2010. 
 

Discover First Nations ð  
The Exhibit  
 

άWhitchurch-{ǘƻǳŦŦǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƻŎŎǳǇŀƴǘǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƴƻ 
written record of their lives. However, their legacy 
includes the oral histories and traditions passed on to 
their descendants, and the archaeological traces of 
their settlements.έ 
 

The above sentence was part of the text from our 
temporary exhibit that showcased First Nations 
history in Whitchurch-Stouffville.  
 

     

The Library case was filled with information and 
artifacts fǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ 
display from Februar y 8th to March 15th. 
 

Coming in June  
 

The Museum presents a temporary 
exhibit on weddings.  Explore 
celebrations of the 19th century. 
 

Coming in October  
 

The Museum presents an 
exhibit on purses, 

highlighting some beautiful 
samples from the  

Museum's collection.   

Collections Notes 
 

We received some wonderful donations in 2009. Here 
are some highlights: 
× A diary written by Private Audrey 

Commodore, covering mostly 1943-44.  What 
makes this diary so special is that it has a 
military focus and that the writer is female. 

× Two beautiful coverlets that are believed to 
have Stouffer family provenance.  These are 
made with a weaving technique called 
άƻǾŜǊǎƘƻǘέ ǿƘƛŎƘ means basically that the 
weaver is creating two layers of fabric 
simultaneously. The pattern that is visible on 
one side is reversed on the back side. So, for 
the coverlet below, where we see the madder 
(melony-red) colour, we would see cream on 
the reverse and vice versa.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

× A cylindrical leather case for holding a music 
stand ς and the music stand.  The case has a 
ŎŀǇ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ άǘǳōŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜǎ 
with buckles.  The straps on the cap can be 
loosened so the lid can be removed to access 
the stand. 
 

AND.... 
 

Some of you may have been following the 
development of the new Aurora Cultural Centre.  Part 
of their new focus is de-accessioning items that they 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƻǊŜǎŜŜ ŀ ǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ 
to help them. They transferred 22 school desks to us, 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ άŘƻǳōƭŜ ŘŜǎƪǎέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
would have shared space in the classroom.  (As if 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ŘŜǎƪǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΗύ  
Special thanks to Rick and Jeanne Preston who are 
kindly storing these items (and some others) in their 
barn until we have room for them here.  Long term 
plans for the Bogarttown Schoolhouse include 
expanding the classroom back to its full width ς after 
the offices and archives have a new permanent home. 

2009.8.2 



Programming  

Notes 
In 2009 our Interpretation staff was 
busy delivering programs to a total 
of 1,989 participants.  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ a 49% 

increase from 2008!  At the beginning of the Ωлф-Ω10 
school year, we sent a letter to teachers announcing 
the new Visitor/Community Centre.  We let them 
know that we would continue to offer Outreach 
programs during the construction period, but on-site 
programs could only be offered until March 12. This 
may have accounted for part of that 49% increase this 
past fall.  As mentioned, throughout the construction 
period, ǿŜΩll continue to offer outreach programs & 
ǿŜΩƭƭ also make updates & enhancements to current 
on-site programs in anticipation of programming in 
the new facility!  
 

Last year we put out a call for cereal boxes (large ones 
preferred). We use these to cut up into looms for our 
school groups.  We can always use more. Feel free to 
drop these off any time!! 
 

 

 
 

The planning is in full swing for Doors Open 
Whitchurch-{ǘƻǳŦŦǾƛƭƭŜ нлмлΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƭƛƴŜ-up 
features new sites and returning favourites.   
 

We still need volunteer help during event day. If 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ in helping in any capacity please give 
us a call! OR maybe you know of (or own) a building 
ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΚ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ 
continuously searching out new sites ς please let us 
know! 
 

2010 Participating sites include: Silver Jubilee Club, 
Stouffville Lawn BoǿƭƛƴƎ /ƭǳōΣ ¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ IƻǳǎŜΣ 
Sangster Residence/Moksha Yoga Stouffville, Second 
Street Studio ς Stained Glass, Richardson Masonic 
[ƻŘƎŜΣ [ƛƻƴŜƭΩǎ CŀǊƳΣ /ƘŀǊƭƛƴŘŀ .ŜƭƎƛŀƴ /ƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜǎΣ 
.ǊǳŎŜΩǎ aƛƭƭ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ !ǊŜŀΣ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ Iƛƭƭ [ƛǾŜ 
Steamers, Springvale Baptist Church, & a new 
Historical Walking Tour.   
 

This year you can also tune in to WhiStle Radio (102.7 
FM) for LIVE updates. 
 

Visit www.doorsopenws.ca for more information. 

Spring Work Bee 
 

Sunday May 16th  
10 am ς 3 pm.   
 
Any time you can spare would be much appreciated ς 
1 hour, 2 hours, all day longΧΦ  Our main tasks will be 
to re-open the Barn for the season and tackle any 
other general tidying up of the site.  ²ŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ Řƻ 
some clean up and plant the Log Cabin garden.  Let us 
know if you can make it so we can be sure to have 
enough lunch! 
 

General Gardens Update 
 

We will be planting scaled-down 
gardens at the Cabin and off the 
Brown House kitchen. The 
gardens near the schoolhouse & 
the perennial garden will be 
difficult to access this growing season because of the 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ  !ǘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ōŜŜΣ ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŀ 
large number of perennials from the Brown House 
ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǘƻ ŀ άƘƻƭŘƛƴƎέ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻƎ /ŀōƛƴΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ 
can be transplanted again later once we figure out 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ƎƻΦ 

 
²Ŝ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƘǳƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ 
perennial bed, and the garden along the ramp at the 
Bogarttown schoolhouse will also be removed.  Not to 
ǿƻǊǊȅ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘΧΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴ 
in place for the new building which can be viewed on 
ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ  {ǘŀŦŦ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ 
ǿŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ: there are trees, perennials, 
grasses, and other vegetation that will give us 
interesting views in all seasons and can be used for 

interpretation (e.g. birch trees), 
decoration during the holiday 
season (winterberry) and wonderful 
scent (English lavender). 
 

Staff have come up with some ideas 
for garden design once the building 

ƛǎ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƛŘŜŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ǳǇ ŀ 
garden in front of the Bogarttown and interpret that 
ŀǎ ŀ άǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦέ  ό¢ƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
around for awhile may remember we had a garden 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƛƳŜΧύ  5ŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
how much space is available near 
the Brown House, we may change 
that from its previous focus on 
vegetables and create a smaller herb 
bed there. 

Saturday June 5th 

10:00 am ï 4:00 pm 

 

http://www.doorsopenws.ca/


Are you in Spring 

Cleaning mode? 
 
²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ ƻƭŘ ǘƻǿŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜŜǘǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǊƛŘ ƻŦ.  We keep the towels in 
our Disaster Response Kits in case we have a 
flood or need to mop up a big spill.  The sheets 
are used as dust covers for artifacts. 

 
                                 

 

Museum Schedule for 2010! 
 

Mark your calendars now and 
don't forget to spread the word to 
your neighbours and friends!! 
 

May 16  Spring Work Bee 
May 19 Museum re-opens to Public  
   Also, Switch to summer hours  
 Wed ς Sun, 10 am - 5 pm 
June  Weddings exhibit at Library 
July 3   Strawberry Festival on Main St. 
 (Museum closed) 
Aug. 8  37th Annual Car Show 
Aug. 20-  Agriculture Exhibit at CNE with 
   Sept. 6             other York/Durham Museums 
Sept. 8  Switch to winter hours 
 Mon ς Fri, 1:00 ς 5:00 pm 
Sept. 25  History Hands-On Saturday 
October  Purses Exhibit at Library 
Oct. 15  Volunteer Appreciation Night 
Oct. 17   Fall Work Bee 
Oct. 24  History Hands-On Saturday 
Nov. 26  30th Annual Victorian Tea 
Dec. 11  ά! /ŀƴŘƭŜƭƛƎƘǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎέ ta ǘƻǳǊ 

 

                                 

 

New Board Member! 
 

²ŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ {ƘŀǊƻƴ aŎCŀŘŘŜƴ ǿƘƻ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ 
our Board in January.  She has jumped right in with 
both feet to assist with staffing at Winter Carnival at 
aǳǎǎŜƭƳŀƴΩǎ [ŀƪŜ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΦ  She also participated 
in the Collections Management training and has been 
in to the Museum regularly to assist with cataloguing.  
Glad to have you on board! 

 
 

Collect ions Management òTraineesó 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eight volunteers participated in training days in 
January and February.  The day started off with 
an overview of cataloguing ς how the accession 
ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
looking for on the accession sheets, and the 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
with different types of materials, etc.  Then they 
had some hands-on training and completed 
accession sheets & condition reports for several 
items.  We talked about proper storage of the 
items and gave newer volunteers a tour of the 
storage areas.  We also had a very quick 
introduction to our database.  Two volunteers 
have been in on a weekly basis since the training 
and are making steady progress with our 
cataloguing backlog. 
 
 
 

REMINDER: 

2010 Memberships 

are now due! 
 

Membership benefits include - 
ü  Cw99 ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ 

ü  FREE admission to the Car Show 
ü  нл҈ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻƴ !Řǳƭǘ ϧ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ 
ü  10% discount on Gift Shop purchases 
ü   Invitatƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ άaŜƳōŜǊǎ hƴƭȅέ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ  
ü   Membership Card and Newsletters 
 
   hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ NEW 
MEMBERS and we could sure use YOUR HELP WITH 
THIS!!  Our goal is to reach 100 for this calendar year!!  
²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΧ  LŦ ȅƻu know of any 
friends, family or neighbours with an interest in our 
community and/or history, why not share this 
newsletter with them and encourage them to join as 
well. 


